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Stormy Waters? The Maritime Border Disputes between Bolivia, Chile and Peru 

-- Pablo Andres Rivero 

International boundaries are often 
blurred by the processes of 
globalisation, but in South America 
some maritime borders remain 
contested. For instance, Chile and 
Peru, neighbours that have enjoyed 
sustained economic development over 
the past few years, remain at odds 
over approximately 38,000 square 
kilometres of sea located along their 
maritime border. Bilateral negotiations 
between the two countries were first 
held in 1980 but no agreement was 
reached. In 2008, Peru took the case 
to the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) which, in turn, considered the 
issue at a public hearing in December 

2012. The ICJ is expected to make a ruling on the dispute in mid-2013. 

In the meantime, Peru continues to argue that the maritime border has not yet been 
defined by any agreement, with documents signed in the 1950s only relating to 
access to fishing grounds.  Lima also claims that maritime limits should run 
diagonally south-west from the land border. Meanwhile, Chile argues that the 
maritime limits were agreed upon after the signing of treaties in 1952 and 1954. 
These infer that the maritime border should run parallel to the Equator line, an 
arrangement that Santiago claims Peru has respected for the past 60 years. 

Oscar Maúrtua de Romaña, a former Peruvian Minister of Foreign Affairs describes 
the arguments of both sides in a blog post on El Mirador, and concludes: “Despite 
historical differences, Peru and Chile share a common destiny. A fair outcome by the 
court will end the “sole remaining border issue” which compromises our bilateral 
relations. It is reassuring that 72 hours before the start of the hearing (Peruvian) 
President Humala and (Chilean) President Piñera have made a joint statement in 
which both pledged to accept and follow the determination of the International Court 
of The Hague.” 

Landlocked Bolivia Awaits Decision 

The dispute between Chile and Peru also has direct implications for others states 
around the region. In particular, Bolivia is closely watching legal proceedings, and 
has previously stated [en] that it plans to make a case at the ICJ for Chile to provide 
coastal access to the Pacific that was lost during the 1879-1881 between the two 
countries. The final outcome at the ICJ case may add further impetus to Bolivia’s 
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attempts to seek a diplomatic solution to this longstanding issue. Regardless of the 
ICJ resolution, the democratic and diplomatic statements made by all parties have 
significantly reduced the risk of armed conflict between the parties. 

This has, in turn provided the foundations for the development of more creative 
solutions aimed at ending the crises. These include “A Maritime Zone of Bilateral 
Participation” proposed by Jilmar Moisés Córdova argues “The maritime dispute 
between Peru and Chile, can reach a possible solution by a so-called Maritime Zone 
Bilateral Involvement or Participation, which divide the seas of the two states and 
would be intended for fishing, [...] the exploitation of resources by boats of a certain 
tonnage from both Peru and Chile. For instance, Argentina and Uruguay hold a 
treaty like this so that delimits their sovereign seas.”  

Córdova also considers that such an alternative could give both countries the chance 
of exploring and benefiting from mineral, oil and other resources. He is also confident 
that the Maritime Zone Bilateral Involvement could provide alternative options for 
Bolivia’s coastal aspirations. 

(Bolivian researcher and lecturer based in Latvia.) 

Source: Global Voices, 4 February  

The New Triangular Diplomacy: India, China and America at Sea 

-- C. Raja Mohan 

As in the Cold War, so in the 
current power play between 
the United States and China, 
the rest of Asia will simply 
not submit itself to the 
discipline of a bipolar 
framework. Asia will actively 
shape and be shaped by the 
emerging strategic dynamic 
between Washington and 
Beijing. Asia is home to 
many large states that are 
wedded to nationalism and 

territorial sovereignty, opposed to local ambitions for regional hegemony, committed 
to a measure of autonomy from the great powers, and determined to promote 
greater economic integration with each other. These are competing imperatives that 
do not sit well with each other but do define the contradictory nature of Asia’s rise. 

One of these important regional powers is India—the third largest economy in Asia, 
and the fourth biggest spender on defence in the Indo-Pacific after the United States, 
China and Japan. 

http://globalvoicesonline.org/2013/02/04/stormy-waters-the-maritime-border-disputes-between-bolivia-chile-and-peru/
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India’s potential could contribute significantly to the new balance of power in Asia as 
recognized by both Washington and Beijing. U.S. Defense Secretary, Leon Panetta, 
was in Delhi last June declaring India as a "lynchpin" in the U.S. pivot to Asia. 

The Chinese defence minister Liang Guanglie was soon knocking at Delhi’s doors, 

trying to soothe India’s growing concerns about Beijing’s rise. 

Delhi’s cautious response to America’s Asian pivot underlines India’s open-ended 
and deliberative strategy in dealing with the twists and turns in the U.S. strategy 
towards China. 

India has had a complex and difficult relationship with China since they became 
neighbours in the middle of the 20th century. And it is only over the last decade that 
Delhi’s ties with the United States have begun to warm. 

India has not had a direct conflict of interest with the United States during the Cold 
War, but the two have had deep differences on global and regional issues. 

Delhi’s relations with China have been marred by a host of unresolved bilateral 

disputes since they became neighbours in the middle of the 20th century and an 
unending competition for regional influence. 

How this rivalry moves in the coming years—towards intensification or mitigation—

will have a great impact on the outcomes from the U.S. pivot to Asia and the 
construction of a new Asian balance. 

In the last few years, despite growing economic engagement, Sino-Indian political 
tensions have not only intensified in the traditional theatre of the Great Himalayas, 
but have also spilled over to the maritime spaces of the Indian and Pacific Oceans. 

With their growing and globalized economies, China and India are now dependent 
on the seas as never before in their history. Both are building large navies. 

Naval planners in Beijing and Delhi would like to project power way beyond their 
territorial waters to secure the increasingly dispersed interests of their nations. In 
both capitals, the traditional attachment to the ideology of ‘non-alignment’ is giving 

way, if slowly, to the recognition of the need to have the capacity to influence 
developments far from their shores. 

Naval leaders in both Beijing and Delhi would like to win access to facilities in critical 
locations and build special political relationships that will allow their incipient blue 
water navies to operate in far seas. 

As their maritime interests expand and their naval footprints overlap, there is new 
friction between China and India in the Pacific and Indian Oceans. The rise of China 
and the emergence of India as naval powers has led to widespread recognition that 
the two oceans can no longer be seen as separate theatres but as a single strategic 
space—the Indo-Pacific. 
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China’s main maritime preoccupations are in the Western Pacific—reunifying Taiwan, 
defending Chinese territorial claims, and constraining American naval dominance. 
Yet, China’s rising maritime profile in the Indian Ocean, from where it imports a large 
portion of its energy and mineral resources, is generating deep concerns in Delhi. 

While India’s main interest is in securing its primacy in the Indian Ocean littoral, its 

navy is making frequent forays into the Western Pacific. Delhi’s deepening bilateral 

naval engagement with Vietnam, which is mired in territorial disputes with China, its 
support to the principle of freedom of navigation in the South China Sea, and its 
frequent joint naval exercises with Japan and the United States do raise eyebrows in 
Beijing. 

Even as China and India build up their naval capabilities and step on each other’s 

toes in the Indo-Pacific, neither of them is in a position to supplant the United States 
as the dominant maritime power in both the oceans. The U.S. military rebalance 
towards Asia is marked by a profound wariness of China’s growing power and great 

enthusiasm to strengthen the partnership with India. This has set in motion what 
could be a consequent triangular dynamic in the Indo-Pacific. 

Like everyone else in Asia, India wants to benefit from China’s economic growth but 

would like to limit the prospects for Beijing’s dominance of the region. As the 
strategic gap between India and China grows—for China is rising much faster than 
India—Delhi can only bridge it through a combination of internal and external 
balancing. 

An alliance with Washington, then, would seem natural for Delhi. But India is 
concerned about the inconstancy of American policy towards China, the fiscal and 
political sustainability of the pivot to Asia in Washington. Delhi is acutely aware of the 
dangers of a potential Sino-U.S. rapprochement that could leave India exposed. It 
therefore seeks simultaneous expansion of security cooperation with the United 
States while avoiding a needless provocation of Beijing. China, clearly, has the 
upper hand in the current triangular dynamic with India and the United States. It 
could accommodate either Delhi or Washington to limit the depth of a prospective 
India-U.S. strategic partnership. 

Given the current ambiguities in Washington, Beijing and Delhi, there is much 
uncertainty surrounding the direction of the triangular dynamic between them. One 
thing, though, is certain. The emergence of China and India as naval powers and the 
intersection of their maritime policies with those of the United States are bound to 
churn the security politics of the Indo-Pacific for decades to come. 

(C. Raja Mohan is a Distinguished Fellow at the Observer Research Foundation, New Delhi. His 
latest book is Samudra Manthan: Sino-Indian Rivalry in the Indo-Pacific, published by 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.) 

Source: The Diplomat, 5 February  

http://thediplomat.com/2012/11/05/the-new-triangular-diplomacy-india-china-and-america-on-the-high-seas/?all=true
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China's Navy: Urgent Need for New Mindset 

-- James Goldrick 

Despite the harsh language about 
China's maritime strategy and 
ambitions identified in Sam's post, 
the session of the US Naval 
Institute's recent conference which 
Sam wrote about identifies a number 
of key issues. Above all, the question 
remains as to what uses China will 
put its navy and its other maritime 
forces in the future. 

China's naval expansion is 
substantial and extensive, and it is 

not going to stop. The PLA Navy is trying hard to develop a number of different 
capabilities, and the debate over whether its efforts are contingency or capability 
driven can only by answered by saying 'both'. The fact is, the PLA Navy, within 
certain limits, is in the relatively comfortable position of being able to pursue multiple 
lines of development. 

It is achieving remarkable progress, but it is also not finding the effort easy. It will not 
get any easier, particularly as China (despite its efforts at reverse engineering) must 
largely go it alone. The PLA Navy's submarine programs are diffuse and protracted, 
particularly for its nuclear powered and ballistic missile boats. China's seaborne anti-
air warfare capabilities remain well behind the West and it is significant that its large 
surface combatant program remains relatively limited in numbers, although there is a 
steady production of frigates. The aircraft carrier has made a start, but will require 
much effort in the years ahead to bring it to a reasonable level of operational 
capability. 

There is, however, no doubt that China is using its civil maritime security forces 
increasingly effectively. This has been apparent in both the East and South China 
Seas, despite the very different nature of the disputes in each area. The civil units of 
the various rapidly expanding agencies are now 'white fleets' which allow China to 
manage situations in a way that puts the onus – and the blame – on any opponent if 
the latter should resort to military force. 

Arguably, this is a good thing in the East China Seas, in which Chinese claims have 
at least some merit, but it is a particularly dangerous development in the South 
China Sea. China's maritime security agencies are already more capable in their 
own right than at least two of the littoral navies and they can and will be used as front 
line forces. 

Furthermore, the recent encounters with the Philippines around Scarborough Shoal 
epitomise the potential problem with Chinese intentions. The danger is that a 
combination of China's self-image as the Middle Kingdom and continentalist ideas of 
strategy may manifest themselves in efforts to create what can only be described as 
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an ever extending 'Great Wall over the Sea'. This is why the territorial concepts 
which are sometimes mentioned in relation to the South China Sea (in particular the 
'nine dashed line') should be of such concern, as should some of the recent ideas 
about the way in which offshore oil platforms might be employed as instruments of 
sovereignty. 

It was a pity that more directly favourable comment was not made in the US Naval 
Institute forum about the PLA Navy's anti-piracy operations in the Indian Ocean. The 
best solution for regional security must be for China to focus on ways in which it can 
contribute to the protection of the global maritime system on which world (including 
Chinese) prosperity so much depends. 

As noted in the forum, the difficulty is that such a situation of maritime dependence is 
something wholly new in the Chinese experience. Their mindset needs to be 
changed, in order to accept that the sea is above all a medium for transportation and 
not 'blue territory', however great the potential of the nation's exclusive economic 
zone. Measures such as last year's invitation to the Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 
exercise can only help with that process. 

(Rear Admiral (Ret'd) James Goldrick AO CSC is a Visiting Fellow at the Lowy Institute.) 

Source: The Interpreter-Lowy Institute, 6 February  

China at sea: Wake up, Australia! 

-- Raoul Heinrichs 

For Australia, the principal threat posed by 
the growth of China's military power is not yet 
to its direct strategic interests but rather to the 
US-led order from which much of Australia's 
security derives. 

As China's ongoing accumulation of 
advanced air, maritime and surveillance 
capabilities hollows out US military 
dominance, hitherto the defining feature of 
Asia's order, the benign regional dynamics 

which have resulted from that order, and from which Australia has benefited for so 
long, are being eroded, seemingly faster than many anticipated, in at least three 
mutually reinforcing ways. 

First, having imposed new limits on America's capacity for intervention in the 
Western Pacific, China has greater latitude to resort to coercion in its dealings with 
lesser regional powers. Beijing's recent management of its territorial disputes with 
Japan and the countries of Southeast Asia – in which more aggressive patrolling by 
Chinese ships and aircraft, backed by the latent capacity for escalation dominance, 
is being used to establish more favourable terms – reflects the extent to which this 
dynamic is already underway. 

http://www.lowyinterpreter.org/post/2013/02/06/Chinas-navy-Urgent-need-for-new-mindset.aspx
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Second, the US is increasingly unable to preserve its preponderant power, much 
less deploy it in ways that dampen strategic competition, as it has for decades. No 
longer able to fulfil its self-appointed role as regional pacifier, Washington is instead 
becoming a direct participant in the kind of strategic competition that its power has 
traditionally been used to ameliorate, with the 'pivot' (or 'rebalance') exemplifying the 
trend. 

Finally, patterns of balancing among lesser states – both through tighter strategic 
relations with the US and each other and, to a lesser extent, through military 
acquisition – are becoming more urgent and pronounced, contributing to the overall 
deterioration of the regional security environment. Taken together, these processes 
have already produced a situation which looks much more ominous than any time in 
recent memory. Almost imperceptibly, coercion has become one of the principal 
means by which major powers relate to each other. 

Interactive patterns of military procurement are accelerating. These reflect the 
advent of an arms race and, together with the development of offensive military 
doctrines that rely on speed and escalation, which compress the time available for 
cooler heads to prevail in a crisis; they portend new dangers of miscalculation and 
escalation. Virulent forms of nationalism are increasingly finding expression in the 
form of national policy rather than just public demonstration, while economic 
interdependence shows no sign of inhibiting competition - and in some cases may 
even be at risk of going into reverse. 

Unfortunately for Australia, its stake in the continuation of a peaceful Asian order is, 
as for many other countries in the region, unmatched by its capacity to do anything 
meaningful to preserve it. While Canberra has little to lose from encouraging some 
kind of Sino-Japanese-American accommodation (one of the only ways a new Cold 
War, if not an actual shooting war, can be averted) it is only realistic to acknowledge 
that, with competition so deeply embedded in the structure of the international 
system, it will most likely prove impervious to even the most adroit diplomatic efforts. 
Perhaps worst of all, however bad the situation in East Asia looks today, history and 
theory affirm that it is likely to get much worse as the balance continues to shift in 
coming years and decades – that is, if it doesn't combust sooner. 

All of this should serve as a much needed wake-up call to the executors of Australian 
strategic policy. As risks multiply, serious changes are needed in the way Australia 
does defence. Given the time cycles associated with military modernisation, this 
should have begun a decade ago and now needs to begin immediately. But don't 
hold your breath. The traditional impetus for change in Australian strategic policy has 
almost always been an immediate crisis, at which point it's usually too late to do 
much other than rely on dumb luck to muddle through. Given the calamitous state of 
Defence today, with inadequate funding and, worse, a questionable ability to 
formulate and execute coherent policy even when there is money, Canberra is on 
track to repeat its past mistakes. 

(Raoul Heinrichs is a Sir Arthur Tange doctoral scholar at the Australian National University's 
Strategic and Defence Studies Centre and is a former Lowy Institute research associate.) 

Source: The Interpreter-Lowy Institute, 7 February  

http://www.lowyinterpreter.org/post/2013/02/07/China-at-sea-wake-up-australia.aspx
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Forget Gwadar, China has Karachi 

-- C. Raja Mohan 

The Government of India is finding it increasingly hard to speak with one voice on 
issues relating to China. Consider for example the reaction of two of India's senior 
ministers in response to the reports that Pakistan is about to hand over the Gwadar 
port to a Chinese company. As India's diplomat-in-chief, the external affairs minister 
Salman Khurshid sought to down play the story. He was quoted as saying "I don't 
think we should overreact to everything that Pakistan does or everything that China 
is involved in. We need to take these matters in our stride and in the normal course". 
That was last week. This week at the inauguration of the air show in Bengaluru, the 
defence minister, A. K. Antony was cryptic but quite clear. India is "concerned' about 
the development that could bring Chinese navy closer to India's shores. The 
absence of coherent policy articulation in Delhi is made worse by a media debate 
that has no space for putting a story in perspective or brings some facts into play. 

The prospect of China running the Gwadar port in Pakistan, currently being run by a 
subsidiary of the Port of Singapore Authority, has been around for a while. After the 
American raid on Abbottabad and the execution of Osama bin Ladin in May 2011, 
angry Pakistani leaders were quite open in offering Gwadar as a base for the 
Chinese navy. It was Beijing that said, "Thank, but no thanks". Last week the 
Pakistani Cabinet has taken a decision to hand it over to a Chinese company. The 
port, on a small island off the Makran coast of Balochistan, was built with Chinese 
financial assistance in the last decade. Has China changed its mind? Is it ready to 
build a naval facility at Gwadar that is so close to the sensitive Persian Gulf and next 
door to India? 

Facts speak otherwise. For all the hype, Gwadar is not an attractive place for the 
Chinese navy. It is located in one of the most backward regions of Pakistan. The 
Baloch insurgency has frequently targeted Chinese nationals doing project work in 
the region. Gwadar does not have the kind of infrastructure that navies look for. 
What Gwadar lacks, Karachi has in plenty. Since it first showed up in the Indian 
Ocean nearly three decades ago, Karachi has been the favourite port of call for the 
Chinese navy. Chinese companies have long partnered the Karachi Shipyard and 
Engineering Works which is assembling the Chinese supplied frigates there. Karachi 
has enough infrastructures to service Chinese naval vessels and potential 
deployment of Chinese maritime aircraft in the Indian Ocean. Someday, Gwadar 
might well emerge as a full-fledged Chinese naval facility. For now, Karachi already 
serves as a major facility for the projection of Chinese naval power into the Indian 
Ocean. 

(C. Raja Mohan is a Distinguished Fellow at the Observer Research Foundation, Delhi and a 
Contributing Editor for The Indian Express) 

Source: The Indian Express, 8 February  

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/forget-gwadar-china-has-karachi/1071426/0
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The Ghost of Gwadar: Chinese Control Alarming for India 

-- Amit Kumar 

The ghost of Gwadar is back, looming large again as China gears up to assume 
operational control of this strategic deep sea port close to the Strait of Hormuz. The 
recent decision of the Pakistani Cabinet to transfer the functional responsibility for 
this port from the Port of Singapore Authority (PSA) to a Chinese company (China's 
Overseas Port Holding) has sent alarming signals to India as this port has larger 
strategic implications. India is concerned as the port offers an exceptional much-
desired strategic depth not only to Pakistan but also cements China's foothold in the 
Indian Ocean region. 

The move is a win-win situation for both Pakistan and China. For Pakistan, the 
Chinese takeover serves the purpose of closer Sino-Pak economic cooperation and 
possibly a greater engagement on security issues. A fully operational Gwadar port 
means the end of near-total dependence on a relatively vulnerable Karachi. Even 
prior to the completion, Pakistan had started considering Gwadar as an important 
naval base after Karachi and Ormara in an attempt to improve Pakistan's maritime 
security posture. 

Karachi, which lies about 470 km east of Gwadar, was effectively blockaded during 
the India-Pakistan war of 1971. Gwadar, located much further to the west, away from 
the Indian coast, will certainly provide a safe alternative for Pakistan to improve 
military flexibility. 

For the Chinese, Gwadar has the strategic significance of being close to the Strait of 
Hormuz. The Gwadar-Karakoram link road will offer strategic access to the Indian 
Ocean as well as greater economic benefits to its restive Xinjiang province. It will 
also allow Beijing to ensure better security of its energy shipments along the existing 
maritime links and oil imports from the Gulf to the Xinjiang region through overland. 

Perhaps, the proposed multi-modal Gwadar-Kashgar road, rail and gas- oil pipeline 
links will put to rest the much discussed China's Malacca dilemma. Besides, on the 
security front with a listening post, China will be able to monitor US naval activities in 
the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Aden, activities of the Indian Navy and future India-
US cooperation in the Arabian Sea. 

China is investing an enormous amount of money and muscle power to widen the 
Karakoram highway, and there is a plan to connect Gwadar with this strategic 
highway. This 1300-km highway running from Kashgar in western China to Havelian, 
located in Abbottabad district near Islamabad, is set to be transformed from a dusty 
and bumpy road to a smooth and bustling mountain highway. The highway also aims 
to augment the Chinese influence in Central Asia and the Middle East. In the coming 
years, the link would act as resource-rich Central Asia's gateway to the Indian Ocean. 
The newly constructed dry port at Sost (Afiyatabad), just a few kilometres away from 
the Khunjerab pass on the Karakoram Highway, has the potential to act as an 
entrepot for the Central Asian Republics. Besides the road links, China and Pakistan 
are also planning to build a railway link between Xinjiang and Gwadar, almost 
parallel to the Karakoram Highway. The proposed railway line runs from Kashgar to 
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Havelilian and is expected to join Pakistan's railway network for further connection to 
Gwadar. This rail link is not only aimed for economic benefits, but also to carry oil 
from the Persian Gulf to Xinjiang in case the pipeline option turns out unfeasible. 

Energy transportation through the comparatively secure Gwadar-Xinjiang overland 
corridor would always be an easier and faster option for China. The distance from 
Kashgar to Gwadar through the overland route is about 1000 miles while the present 
oil shipments from the Gulf region cover a distance of more than 3500 miles in 
reaching to the east coast of China through the Malacca Straits. 

An apprehensive India, soon after the commencement of the Gwadar project, 
decided to help Iran in developing the Chabahar port. This port, located in south-
eastern Iran, is the only Iranian port which has direct access to the Indian Ocean. 
Chabahar, connecting Afghanistan to the Persian Gulf waters, could be a good 
alternative to the Gwadar and Karachi ports being a low cost option for Afghanistan 
and Central Asia to reach the warmer waters of the Indian Ocean. 

In 2003, a trilateral agreement was signed between India, Iran and Afghanistan in 
infrastructural development. Under this, Iran was to build a highway from Chabahar 
to the Afghanistan border and India was assigned to develop road connectivity 
between Delaram (a city on the Iran-Afghanistan border) and Zaranj (capital of 
Nimruz province of Afghanistan). Despite the existing flux in Afghanistan, India has 
already completed 213-kilometre Zaranj-Delaram road while progress from the 
Iranian side is unexpectedly slow. In addition, India is also engaged in helping Iran to 
upgrade the Chabahar-Milak rail road. 

There is a common perception that the US may agree for greater cooperation with 
India to balance the growing Chinese influence in the Indian Ocean region, but may 
also disagree on India's policy to joining hands with Iran. But despite her reservation 
on India-Iran cooperation, the US has come out in support of the recent (August 
2012) trilateral agreement among India, Iran and Afghanistan to expedite the on-
going Chabahar port project. In addition to the Chabahar port development, New 
Delhi must look to other alternatives to sustain the existing balance in the region. 
Augmenting naval capabilities, strengthening India-US naval cooperation as well as 
engaging other major powers and small littorals should be the priorities for New Delhi. 
Considering Chinese ambitions, it is imperative for India to make a sagacious move 
to balance China and maintain her traditional influence in the Indian Ocean littoral 
states. 

In response of China's growing naval activity, search for reliable maritime access in 
the Indian Ocean has now become imperative for India. In addition, India is required 
to improve the dilapidated border road and rail infrastructure otherwise the prevailing 
disparities with China may be one of the causes for unrest in the border states in the 
near future. And above all, New Delhi should learn from the Chinese ability to 
convert strategic assets into economic opportunities. 

(The writer is an Associate Fellow at the National Maritime Foundation, New Delhi.) 

Source: The Tribune, 13 February  

http://epaper.tribuneindia.com/89390/The-Tribune/TT_13_February_2013#page/10/1
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Argentina Rejects UK Proposal to Discuss Falklands with Islanders 

A fresh diplomatic spat has blown up over the Falkland Islands as the Argentine 
foreign minister declined to take part in talks with his UK counterpart William Hague, 
after Britain’s insistence that the islanders take part in the meeting. In an open letter 

to Hague, Timerman objected to the UK’s proposals that the islanders must be 

present, and said: “I lament your letter of yesterday stating you cannot meet without 
the supervision of the colonists from the Malvinas,” using the Argentine term for the 

islands. The UK Foreign Office said it was “massively disappointed” with the 

Argentine decision and said it would be “unthinkable” not to include the islanders. 

Representatives of the Falkland Islands government were due to fly to London this 
weekend to tell Timerman that Argentina should respect the islander’s rights to 

decide their own sovereignty. However, Timerman, who had initially asked for a one-
on-one meeting with William Hague, said he would not meet representatives from 
the island’s government, which Argentina does not recognize as legitimate. 

Timerman stressed that the UN regards the dispute over the islands as a bilateral 
issue between Buenos Aires and London and said he was sorry Hague could not 
“meet without the supervision of the colonists from the Malvinas.” 

In response, Timerman invited Hague to meet him in Buenos Aires, where, “my 

fellow foreign ministers can freely meet with whomever they wish without being 
persecuted or having their presence conditioned on meetings they haven’t asked for 

and don’t interest them,” he said. The UK Foreign Office reiterated its position. “We 

are not prepared to have a meeting where the Falkland Islanders are not 
mentioned,” a foreign office spokesman said Friday morning. 

The presence of the islanders appears to be a new condition set down by Britain and 
comes amidst rising tension between the two countries over the fate of the islands in 
recent months. In a statement released before the meeting was aborted with 
Timerman, Dick Sawle and Jan Cheek, representatives of the legislative assembly of 
the Falkland Islands, stressed that they would not be “negotiating any deal”. 

“Indeed we look forward to giving Mr Timerman some very direct messages on the 
unacceptability of Argentina’s actions against the Falkland Islands in recent years. 

We demand that our rights be respected and that we be left in peace to choose our 
own future,” the statement said. They added that the result of a referendum on the 
future sovereignty of the islands due to be held in March will demonstrate that the 
islanders wish to remain part of the UK. But they said they are ready to meet with the 
Argentine government to “discuss matters of mutual interest including fisheries and 
communication.” 
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The Argentinian president, Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner, has reasserted her 
country’s claim to the islands, which she says were illegally colonized by Britain in 

the early 19th century, regardless of the opposition of the islanders, who are all of 
British origin. Last month she took out an advert in a British newspaper claiming that 
Argentina had been robbed of the islands in “a blatant exercise of 19th century 

colonialism”. The majority of Argentinians support their government’s claim over the 

islands. Britain and Argentina went to war over the islands in 1982 when the 
Argentinian government of General Leopold Galtieri took the islands by force and 
Britain sent a military task force to the South Atlantic to retake them, resulting in the 
deaths of 649 Argentinian and 255 British personnel, as well as 3 islanders. 

Source: Eurasia Review, 1 February 

Elbit’s Hermes 900 UAV Now Configured for Maritime Missions 

Maritime surveillance requirements are 
demanding specific capabilities and 
performance such as mission endurance, 
flight profiles, mission equipment and 
human factors. Until recently, such missions 
were performed exclusively by aircraft – 
some dedicated for the maritime 
surveillance mission, with others using off-
the-shelf transport planes modified for the 
mission. These missions typically demand 
coverage of very wide areas, monitoring 

extensive maritime traffic, as well as deployment in unexpected conditions, in 
response to emergencies or on search and rescue missions. Therefore, the need for 
efficient development of a maritime situational picture is critical, enabling the 
deployment of the few available aerial assets to cover only those areas or targets of 
significance. 

The introduction of unmanned aircraft platforms is changing this paradigm, removing 
the limitations that have restricted manned missions, while introducing new 
capabilities that significantly enhance operational flexibility and efficiency of maritime 
control. This capability is specifically important in recent years, as countries are 
required to cover growing maritime areas claimed by the Economical Exclusion 
Zones (EEZ) that span up to 200 nautical miles from their coastline or farthest island. 
In the case of India, for example, such area covers a huge expanse of the Indian 
Ocean, bordering Indonesia in the east to Somalia in the west. A country cannot 
cover such vast space from its coastal radar stations, nor can it commit manned 
patrol flights to cover the entire area. 

At Aero-India 2013 Elbit Systems is introducing its newest and largest unmanned 
aircraft system (UAS) – Hermes® 900 in a new configuration adapted for maritime 
mission. This UAS can carry payloads of up to 350 kg. In the maritime configuration 
the payload suite includes maritime surveillance radar, AIS, an electro-optical multi-
sensor payload and electronic surveillance systems. It has the endurance to cover 

http://www.eurasiareview.com/01022013-argentina-rejects-uk-proposal-to-discuss-falklands-with-islanders/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+eurasiareview%2FVsnE+%28Eurasia+Review%29
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vast ocean areas, redundant line-of-sight and satellite communications links and 
radio relay, enabling the operator to ‘talk through’ to vessels at sea. The 
aerodynamic efficiency of the Hermes® 900 enables frequent changes in flight 
profiles, enabling visual identification of vessels at sea in addition to the ISAR 
capability provided by the radar. Satellite communication enables it to fly to mission 
areas at extended ranges as far as 1000 nautical miles from shore. 

A unique capability supported by Elbit Systems command and control systems is the 
ability to control two UAS simultaneously from a single ground control station, using 
the two redundant data-links. This has a significant effect on the assets, manpower 
and operating cost, as well as in improving the efficient utilization of UAS that can 
now cover more area or run a denser surveillance over a given area. The maritime 
command and control system employed at the ground control is optimized for the 
maritime mission, supporting specific mission planning applications such as maritime 
search, Search and Rescue, etc. The entire command and control is located in a 
single shelter, which can be operated on shore in a mobile shelter base or indoor 
configurations at sea or co-located in several locations. 

Recognizing the extraordinary challenge of monitoring the Indian EEZ and vast 
shoreline, Elbit Systems has teamed with Windward Ltd. – in order to tackle this 
challenge from a different point of view and offer a unique solution to the Indian 
Authorities. MarInt, Windward’s proprietary satellite-based maritime analytics system 
is capable of covering any area of interest, delivering insightful maritime domain 
awareness with diverse applications such as EEZ monitoring, illegal fishery 
monitoring, regional traffic analysis and port traffic management. 

By leveraging multiple earth observation satellites and other readily available data 
sources, MarInt overcomes data overload and conducts multi-source data integration, 
applying contextual and geo-specific behaviour and discrepancy analysis to generate 
actionable insights. MarInt performs deep behaviour analysis on each ship searching 
for irregularities and discrepancies, under the assumption that active ship 
transmissions may be intentionally misleading. Vessel behaviour is analyzed to 
detect anomalous and suspicious behaviour, which differs from routine maritime 
patterns, and could indicate to illicit activities. Bottom line, MarInt is able to tell you 
where is the perpetrator you didn’t even know was there. 

A unique solution presented at Aero India for the first time globally, is the 
combination of our UAS with MarInt – a maritime analytics system – as the search 
light for UAS operations. The use of unmanned assets with MarInt can empower 
Navy, coast guard, customs, environmental monitoring and other authorities in better 
enforcing laws and regulations in their territorial waters and EEZ, providing them with 
powerful means to take legal action and recover lost assets, thus deterring offenders 
from repeating such violations. Operating 24/7, MarInt reveals areas of suspicious 
activities and pinpoints anomalous vessels. This enables tasking of unmanned 
assets such as UAS to patrol the designated areas, identify and track the suspicious 
vessels, significantly optimizing aerial patrol and increasing mission effectiveness 
while reducing cost. 

Source: SUAS News, 4 February  

http://www.suasnews.com/2013/02/20887/elbits-hermes-900-uav-now-configured-for-maritime-missions/
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French Vessel with 17 Crew Members Hijacked by Pirates 

A French-owned oil tanker that was 
reported missing, off the Ivory Coast 
and is believed to have been hijacked 
by pirates, an official with the 
International Maritime Bureau (IMB) 
said. The owners of the Luxembourg-
flagged tanker carrying 17 crew 
members reported the vessel missing 
after losing contact with it.  

The last known location of the vessel 
was 70 nautical miles south of the port 

city of Abidjan. The ship is believed to have been hijacked by pirates that have been 
operating in the Gulf of Guinea, said Noel Choong, head of the Bureau's Kuala 
Lumpur-based piracy reporting centre, the Associated Press reported. Choong has 
not divulged other details about the ship or its owners.  

The suspected hijacking is the latest in a series of such attacks by the pirates in the 
region, which has witnessed an escalation in maritime crimes targeting the naval 
vessels in recent years. The Gulf of Guinea is considered one of the world’s piracy 
hot spots, along with the Gulf of Aden between Somalia and the Arabian Peninsula, 
and the waters between Indonesia and Singapore. "It appears pirates are moving 
towards the Ivory Coast because Nigeria and Benin have increased patrols in the 
Gulf of Guinea," said Choong, who declined to elaborate further on the incident. 

A United Arab Emirates-owned chemical tanker anchored off the Nigerian port city of 
Lagos was attacked by the pirates. A sailor who was shot by the pirates was shifted 
to hospital where he is said to be recovering. Pirates had attacked another tanker off 
Nigeria with rocket-propelled grenades and machine guns, the Maritime Bureau said. 
The ship and the crew escaped the attack but the hull of the vessel was damaged by 
weapons fire. The IMB reports that five attacks were reported in the region in 2012, 
up from one in 2011, while 58 attacks, including hijacking, murder and other violence 
were reported in the Gulf of Guinea in 2012.  

“Piracy is rising in the Gulf of Guinea, with 58 incidents recorded in 2012, including 
10 hijackings and 207 crew members taken hostage. Pirates in this area are 
particularly violent, with guns reported in at least 37 of the attacks. Benin is an 
exception, showing a sharp fall from 20 incidents (including eight hijackings) in 2011 
to two (including one hijacking) in 2012,” the International Maritime Bureau said in a 
statement. 

The agency had pointed out that hijack incidents in waters off the east African nation 
of Somalia have been halved in 2012, owing primarily to increased naval patrols by 
India, France and the United States. “The continued presence of the navies is vital to 
ensuring that Somali piracy remains low,” said Captain Mukundan, director of the 
IMB. “This progress could easily be reversed if naval vessels were withdrawn from 
the area.” The international piracy watchdog had issued a warning to ships plying the 
Gulf of Guinea to be on vigil for pirates.  
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The region includes waters off Nigeria, Cameroon, Benin, Ghana, Togo and the Ivory 
Coast. Unlike the Somalia pirates who hold crews and the ships for ransom, Nigerian 
pirates tend to attack fuel cargo to steal and sell their loot in the booming black 
market. 

Source: International Business Times, 4 February  

India on road to tighten coastal security with deadly P8I from Boeing 

Boeing will complete the delivery of three of the first batch of eight P-8I long-range 
sophisticated anti-submarine warfare aircraft to Indian Navy by the end of this year, 
said Leland Wight, Boeing’s P8I program manager who detailed plans of the handing 
over of these maritime aircraft which can also be used in anti-surface warfare, 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance capacities.  

The aircraft is capable of broad-area, maritime and littoral operations. Boeing 
delivered the first P8I aircraft to India in Seattle in December 2012 and would 
complete the delivery of entire batch of eight by 2015 as part of a $2 billion contract 
signed in 2009. 

Wight said while detailing the plans for the delivery of the three aircraft this year that 
the aircraft spares would be delivered in the first quarter of 2013, while the first test 
programme of the aircraft would be completed in Goa by June this year. He said the 
second and the third aircraft would be delivered to the Indian Navy by September 
and December, respectively.  

Indian Navy has also planned to place an order for four more P8Is even as the 
Indian Navy is looking at a squadron of 37 such aircraft by the year 2020. Wight said 
plans entail setting up a flight simulator of P8I to train Indian Navy aviation personnel 
as part of pilot and air crew training and maintenance to ensure that the Indian Navy 
subsequently remains independent while ensuring the upkeep of the aircraft. 

Indian Navy procuring the P8I is being viewed as a significant development 
considering that Pakistan has handed over its southern coast-based port of Gwadar 
(west of Karachi) to China. There is much speculation about how China is 
developing the port (whether on industry lines or with military intentions). But with 
defence minister AK Antony expressing “real concern” about the volatile situation in 
India’s immediate neighbourhood while addressing the media after the inaugural 
session of Aero India 2013, the importance of procuring a modernized maritime 
surveillance aircraft is easily understood. 

The significance of getting this aircraft is also seen in the background of the 
November 26, 2008, attack on Mumbai by seaborne terrorists who hoodwinked the 
Coast Guard to gain entry into the financial capital of India. The P8Is that India is 
getting will be armed with anti-ship Harpoon missiles, Mark-82 depth bombs and 
Mark-54 anti-submarine torpedoes. However, it will not have what Boeing terms it as 
the "War fighter’s Weapon of Choice", the Joint Direct Attack Munitions (JDAM).  

This is a low-cost guidance kit produced by Boeing which converts unguided free-fall 
bombs into accurately guided, near-precision smart weapons. It consists of a tail 

http://www.ibtimes.com/french-vessel-17-crew-members-hijacked-pirates-international-maritime-agency-1058298
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section that contains a Global Positioning System (GPS)/Inertial Navigation System 
which helps the bombs home into the target with deadly accuracy. JDAM falls under 
USA’s Foreign Military Sales (FMS) program which prohibits certain categories of 
weapons from being directly sold to foreign governments directly. 

Source: DNA India, 7 February  

Abe Demands Apology from Beijing as Maritime Dispute Deepens 

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe demanded an apology from China after Beijing 
accused Tokyo of "hyping up the so-called China threat theory" when it released 
details of two military incidents that sparked a fresh round of angry exchanges. 
Japanese media reported that Abe had demanded an apology and said China 
should prevent similar incidents from happening again, referring to Tokyo's claim that 
Chinese frigates had targeted a Japanese military helicopter and destroyer with fire-
control radar last month. "We want China to acknowledge it, apologise for it and 
make efforts to prevent it from recurring," Abe told BS Fuji TV station, Jiji Press news 
agency and Mainichi Daily reported. 

Abe made the demand as his deputy foreign minister, Chikao Kawai, summoned 
China's ambassador to Japan, Cheng Yonghua, to lodge a protest after China's 
Ministry of National Defence said Tokyo's accusations were "false" and slandered 
China's military training. Cheng rejected Tokyo's protest and demanded Japan stop 
making "irresponsible remarks". "Tokyo should stop stirring up crisis, creating 
tensions, fanning confrontation and agitating matters," a statement posted online by 
the Chinese embassy quoted Cheng as saying. 

The Defence Ministry in Beijing remained silent for two days, but said in a statement 
that the Chinese vessels had been conducting routine training - without using fire-
control radar. It said the frigate spotted the approaching Japanese military helicopter 
on January 19 and only used navigation radar. On January 30, the ship-borne radar 
of the Chinese vessel maintained normal observation because it was closely 
followed by the Japanese destroyer Yudachi. Tokyo "recklessly created tension and 
misled international public opinion", the statement said, adding: "We must be vigilant 
against and ponder such moves by Japan." 

Foreign Ministry spokesman Hua Chunying said Tokyo had used "petty tricks" and 
"made things out of nothing". Ni Lexiong, director of the sea power and defence 
policy research institute at Shanghai University of Political Science and Law, said 
Beijing's reaction would present Tokyo with a dilemma.  

"It is difficult for Tokyo to present evidence to reject the Chinese explanation 
because it may lead to the leaking of advanced technology Tokyo used to detect the 
kind of radar used by the Chinese frigates," he said. Jin Canrong, a professor of 
international relations at Renmin University, believed Tokyo would use the incident to 
seek support from Washington, especially as Abe would be visiting the US later this 
month. 

Source: South China Morning Post, 9 February  

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report_india-on-road-to-tighten-coastal-security-with-deadly-p8i-from-boeing_1797078
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/article/1146413/abe-demands-apology-beijing-maritime-dispute-deepens
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Pirates Take Russian Hostage Sailors off British Ship 

Two Russians and a Romanian crew member who were on a British-owned ship 
seized by pirates, off Cameroon, have been taken off the vessel as hostages, the 
ship’s operator said. The 8,000 ton cargo ship MV Esther C was boarded by pirates 
in the Gulf of Guinea, its operator Carisbrooke Shipping said. “Having stolen 
personal possessions, the pirates departed the vessel taking three crew members as 
hostage,” Carisbrooke said in a statement. The crew also included nine Phillipinos. 
The ship is now backing under command and has resumed its voyage, and the 
remaining crew members are safe and unharmed, the company said. 

The Russian embassy in Cameroon said it was trying to identify the abducted 
Russian nationals. Britain is also working to release the hostages, and the Russian 
and British authorities are in talks with Cameroon’s law enforcement officials and 
port authorities, the ministry said. The incident is not the first in which Russians have 
been abducted off Cameroon. Two Russians onboard the Greek-owned vessel North 
Spirit were captured by pirates in Cameroon’s largest port of Douala in mid-May 
2010, but released in July that year after the Greek shipping company paid a ransom. 
West Africa is one of the world’s most dangerous areas for piracy, according to the 
International Chamber of Commerce’s Maritime Bureau. 

Source: Eurasia Review, 9 February  

Sagar Parikrama 2: One Hundred Days of Solitude 

It took about two 
days for the boat 
to span the short 
expanse of the 
Atlantic between 
the Horn and 
Falkland Islands. 
While the passage 
was hastened by 
strong breeze, it 
made me count 
every moment of it. 

Well before the sunrise of on the 28th of January the boat suddenly spun out of 
control and unlike other times this was not a case of the autopilot going into standby 
mode. Winds suddenly shot up to 40 knots and more with gusts frequently crossing 
55 and the boat went out of control thrice before I decided to go for a sail 
configuration I have never tried before- a heavily reefed mail with a part furled stay 
sail. It seemed to work well. All of a sudden she made light of the six and eight metre 
swell and generous breeze and became a well behaved lady all over again. In fact, 
below decks she was as steady as a rock and one could not tell the fury that raged 
outside. Ironically, I began to enjoy the day because the sun was still up and there 
was no trace of clouds in the sky. Despite the chill in the air, the sun gave out 
warmth and the thermometer began to register temperatures above 10 degrees in a 
long while. 

http://www.eurasiareview.com/09022013-pirates-take-russian-hostage-sailors-off-british-ship/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+eurasiareview%2FVsnE+%28Eurasia+Review%29
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In the afternoon the RT crackled and I could hear out someone calling out to “Indian 
sailing vessel”. It turned out to be a British C130 which flew out of its way to 
exchange customary pleasantries. They carried out three low level flypasts – one 
aircrew to another, one wing to another- and the beast displayed its low level flying 
skills and waggled wings to draw attention. The Mhadei in turn bobbed about in the 
free ocean in acknowledgement. As night settled I tried inching closer to land and 
sight Port Stanley before heading into the vastness of the Atlantic. Sadly, winds 
shifted and I was forced to shape a course that took me 60 miles west of Falklands. 

 
The boat from C 130 and vice versa 

Passing Falklands brought me memories of the short visit I had made to the islands 
to help Cdr Donde with his stopover during his solo circumnavigation. It is a 
topography of windswept terrain whose trees have been blown away by gale after 
gale, a land whose population boasts more than 700,000 sheep, many varieties of 
penguins, seals, sea lions, dolphins and various wildlife, where the soil of peat 
catches fire and is used as such in ovens as fuel, a place that is littered with road 
signs reminding motorists that penguins and sheep still had right of way. Its 
remoteness can only be gauged by the solitary LAN Chile flight in and out of the 
islands each week, a fact that led me to conclude that crime rate would peak on 
Fridays so that criminals could fly out on Saturdays. It was only when I visited Port 
Stanley that I came to know that crime was a word that was confined to dictionaries 
amongst its 3000 odd inhabitants. I did take time off to tour the Falkland Islands 
battlefield guided by a Captain from the Royal Army and after Cdr Donde’s departure 
I made use of the long wait for the next outbound flight to take off to Sea Lion Island 
for a day’s stay. Flying FIGAS (Falkland Island Government Air Service) was an 
experience in itself with a landing in an island called Bleaker and, thanks to the 
intervention of the governor’s wife, a sortie in co pilots’ seat of the Islander. 

 
Sea Lion 
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The 5th of February of 2010 was spent in the Falkland Islands in the South Atlantic, 
a day when the governor’s wife invited me home for tea. Two days later, I gifted 
myself a visit to Pablo Neruda’s home in Santiago, the La Chascona that was built 
for his secret lover Matilda Urrutia.  In 2011, I was back in the South Atlantic 
celebrating the day on board the Mhadei on our way to Rio with a crew of four. 
Special on the menu was freeze dried ice cream dowsed with single malt followed by 
an excuse from middle watch. Then I was not the skipper yet. A week later I was in 
Rio on a tram to Corcavado to pay visit to the Redentor. Two years later, I was back 
in the South Atlantic celebrating my 34th birthday at 34 degrees West with another 
packet of freeze dry strawberry ice cream. It only got better this time because being 
the sole crew I had access to an Apricot crumble, fresh apples, kheer, halwa and 
many more delicacies in addition. The boat celebrated the day with a 24 hour noon 
to noon run of 205 miles and the sun stayed out for two days in a row travelling 
across a cloudless sky. Greetings came from all time zones of the world spread 
evenly between the 4th and 5th and many came in verse. Some wished me in their 
time zones, some in my own time zone and many mistakenly wished me on the 4th 
because of the time travel across the International Date Line. 

 
La Chascona and the Redentor 

 
Fresh apples after 3 months at sea- courtesy Clea 

By the 9th of February, we had completed one hundred days of solitude at sea. The 
boat and I had sailed more than 15000 miles by that day, rounded two out of the 
three great capes and met the challenges of all three oceans as well as, if not better 
than, any other boat or crew. Despite minor setbacks and misadventures along the 



Page 22 of 31 

way, the boat and skipper are as lively as the sea. At the time of writing this blog, we 
are in such state of preservation that if the navy were to ask me to continue sailing 
eastward to the Horn for another rounding I would gladly accept the order as if it 
were a reward. But first I need to pop up north for a while to warmer seas and have 
my first shower in more than three fortnights. 

Up Next- Three crossings of the Atlantic 

Source: Sagar Parikrama 2, 9 February  

Navy Boeing P-8 Maritime Patrol Jet to Receive Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW) 
System Upgrades 

The U.S. Navy P-8A Poseidon, 
a military maritime patrol 
version of the Boeing 737 
single-aisle passenger jet, will 
receive anti-submarine warfare 
(ASW) system upgrades and 
support services under terms 
of a $7.2 million contract 
modification announced.  

The Naval Air Warfare Centre 
Aircraft Division at Patuxent 

River Naval Air Station, Md., awarded the contract modification to ERAPSCO Inc. in 
Columbia City, Ind., for engineering and manufacturing development services in 
support of the P-8A's High Altitude Anti-Submarine Warfare (HAASW) system. The 
action involves an indefinite-delivery/indefinite-quantity contract. 

ERAPSCO and its sister company Sonobuoy TechSystems in Columbia City, Ind., 
are joint ventures between Sparton Corp. in De Leon Springs, Fla., and Ultra 
Electronics UnderSea Sensor Systems Inc. (USSI) in Columbia City, Ind. The 
companies design and build Navy sonobuoys and transducers. Navy officials plan to 
use the P-8A in tandem with the Northrop Grumman RQ-4N Broad Area Maritime 
Surveillance (BAMS) unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) -- a maritime-patrol version of 
the Global Hawk long-range surveillance UAV. 

Navy ASW experts will use BAMS to detect potentially hostile submarines and 
surface ships, and upon detection, to call in the P-8A to take a closer look or to 
attack hostile vessels with torpedoes and missiles. The P-8A tracks submerged 
submarines by laying down arrays of sonar-carrying sonobuoys on the ocean's 
surface.  

The HAASW integrates modified sonobuoy sensors to enhance the P-8A's ability to 
track submarines and other maritime vessels from higher than traditional fixed-wing 
airborne ASW altitudes. Relatively high altitudes for the P-8A are to enhance 

http://sagarparikrama2.blogspot.in/
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communications range with large-area buoy fields, as well as to enhance coverage 
from other onboard non-acoustic sensors. The HAASW capability for P-8A is to be 
part of the aircraft's Increment 2 upgrade to the baseline (Increment 1) aircraft. 

The HAASW system can receive, process, and store in-buoy GPS data received 
from AN/SSQ-53, AN/SSQ-62, and AN/SSQ -101B sonobuoys; will integrate the 
GPS drop vector algorithm to enhance buoy splash point prediction and accuracy in 
real time; and will receive, command, and process the AN/SSQ-101B sonobuoy with 
a digital uplink and downlink.  

The SSQ-53 is a passive directional low frequency analyzes and record sonobuoy; 
the SSQ-62 is a directional command active sonobuoy; and the SSQ-101 is an air 
deployed active receiver. All are built by Sonobuoy TechSystems. 

For the ERAPSCO contract 
modification announced, the company 
will do the work in DeLeon Springs, Fla. 
and Columbia City, Ind., and should be 
finished in May 2014. Last December 
Naval Air Warfare Centre Aircraft 
Division officials announced their 
intention to procure a HAASW systems 
upgrade and engineering support for 
the Software Defined Sonobuoy 
Receiver (SDSR) and Many channel 
Programmable Acoustic Processor 
Stimulator (PAPS) Radio Subsystem 
(McPRS) on a sole source basis with 
Ultra Electronics Flightline Systems Inc. 
in Victor, N.Y. 

The SDSR is packed in a 6U VME 
chassis, and has 32 acoustic channels 
supported by the basic configuration of 
the SDSR, which consists of three 
standard 6U VME boards. The SDSR 

is controlled by Gigabit Ethernet, and requires an external preamplifier to filter and 
amplify received sonobuoy acoustic information. 

 The SDSR works with all digital and analogue sonobuoys, and offers software 
support for several bandwidths and formats. Options include 64 acoustic channel 
capability, analogue outputs, and Sonobuoy Positioning System (SPS) capability. 

Source: Military & Aerospace, 13 February  

 

http://www.militaryaerospace.com/articles/2013/02/P8-ASW-upgrades.html
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UK Admiral Takes over NATO’s New Maritime Command 

Vice Admiral Peter Hudson CBE (UK Royal Navy) took 
over command of the NATO Maritime Headquarters 
during a brief ceremony in Northwood, London. He takes 
over at a time of major change within NATO which sees 
Northwood as the Alliance’s sole maritime command with 

command of the range of NATO maritime assets (aircraft, 
ships and submarines) dedicated to maritime security 

and counter piracy. Vice Admiral Hudson takes over from Admiral Sir George 
Zambellas KCB DSC (UK Royal Navy), who has commanded the Maritime HQ while 
it has undergone a significant expansion. NATO’s Supreme Allied Commander 

Europe, Admiral Jim Stavridis, who presided over the ceremony stated: "I want to 
thank Admiral George Zambellas for his remarkable performance as the Commander 
of NATO Maritime Command. Admiral Zambellas was the key to completing myriad 
complex maritime operations and preparing MC Northwood to handle the Alliance’s 

future maritime strategy, capabilities and operations. 

In recognition of his exceptional accomplishments, he has been selected to be First 
Sea Lord and Chief of the Naval Staff for the British Royal Navy. I wish him God 
Speed and open waters. I also congratulate Vice Admiral Peter Hudson on this 
significant appointment and I am looking forward to working with such an 
accomplished and experienced naval officer.” He continued, "The role of 

Commander NATO Maritime Command is crucial as this headquarters will become 
the sole, consolidated maritime command for Allied Command Operations within a 
few weeks. Meeting the challenges of scanning the horizon and delivering a wide 
variety of operational effects on, and from the sea, will require tremendous 
leadership skills and expertise." 

In his farewell address, Admiral Zambellas stated. “I am also very conscious of the 

singular honour accorded by NATO to the UK. By deciding to place its Maritime 
Command here in Northwood, it is something more than a tacit acknowledgment of 
how NATO rates Britain’s maritime prowess and the important role Britain still has to 

play in maritime security; not only as a key buttress of the Atlantic bridge but as a 
fount of maritime expertise. It is also a tangible demonstration that Britain itself 
continues to place NATO at the very heart of our defence. Indeed, NATO is and will 
remain an indispensible relationship” 

The Rt Hon Philip Hammond MP, UK Secretary of State for Defence said “Vice 

Admiral Hudson is taking command of the NATO Maritime HQ at an important time, 
with responsibility for the continuing NATO counter-piracy mission in the Indian 
Ocean and counter-terrorism mission in the Mediterranean. I have no doubt that he 
will build on Admiral Zambellas’ legacy of success. 
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Vice Admiral Peter Hudson not only takes over the Northwood NATO HQ but also 
responsibility for its two existing live operations: namely, OPERATION OCEAN 
SHIELD the counter-piracy mission in the Indian Ocean and OPERATION ACTIVE 
ENDEAVOUR, the maritime counter terrorism mission in the Mediterranean. He 
stated that he is taking over responsibility at an exciting time, when the world is 
facing a range of pressing security challenges and we are seeing increasing 
demands being placed on the maritime elements of NATO. He said that throughout 
the Alliance we are clearly witnessing something of a renaissance in terms of 
maritime security. The ability of maritime forces to achieve influence without 
embroilment has seldom been at so high a premium. In the future we will continue to 
be able to afford our political leader’s viable options and our military commanders a 

variety of choices.’ 

Vice Admiral Hudson joined the Royal Navy in 1980, completing warfare training in 
1988 during which he specialised as a Navigator. He commanded various ships 
including HMS Cottesmore, HMS Norfolk and HMS Albion. On promotion to 
Commodore he assumed a number of higher commands within the Royal Navy 
before being promoted to Rear Admiral in 2009. He was appointed as Commander 
UK Maritime Forces (COMUKMARFOR), the UK’s contingent Maritime Component 

Commander. During this appointment he served as the Operational Commander of 
the EU Naval Force (EUNAVFOR) for Counter Piracy and Humanitarian operations 
off Somalia; a position he held for 1 year followed by service as NATO’s High 

Readiness Maritime Force Commander. He was promoted to Vice Admiral in 
February 2013 upon assuming Command of the NATO Maritime Command at 
Northwood. 

Source: The Maritime Executive, 14 February  

 

Despite Problems, a Revival in Shipping on the Great Lakes is expected 

When spring arrives and the frozen shores of the Great Lakes are long thawed, the 
St Lawrence Seaway, North America’s liquid superhighway, should witness the 
greatest renewal of its shipping fleet in 30 years. Craig Middlebrook, the deputy 
administrator of the St Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation (which operates 
and maintains the American portion of seaway) reckons about 30 new ships are 
being built to ply its waters.  

One of the latest to be launched was the Federal Satsuki commissioned by the 
Fednav Group, based in Montreal. She set sail from Cleveland in December. Part of 
the reason for this fleet renewal is the removal of duty on Canadian flagships built 
abroad in places like China and Japan. Another is that currency fluctuations have 
made it cheaper to acquire new vessels. 

http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/UK-Admiral-Takes-Over-NATO-New-Maritime-Command/
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Yet as Rod Jones, the CEO of CSL Group, a shipping firm, says, “we have been 
waiting for a buying opportunity.” And the reason that many other companies feel the 
same way is that there is a widely held view that the Great Lakes region is poised for 
long-term economic growth. The shipping companies want to be ready for it. 

Mr Middlebrook says the rebirth of American heavy manufacturing, led by the 
automotive industry, has been a bright spot for shipping recently. Furthermore, in the 
long term, the development of shale gas and oil looks as though it will not only 
increase demand to move heavy extraction equipment into Great Lakes state but is 
expected to power a lot more economic growth in the region via lower energy costs. 
Wind is another growing power source in the Midwest, so components for the giant 
turbines used to harvest it are also a popular new cargo. 

Both Canada and America are, at long last, investing heavily in the seaway, which is 
also boosting corporate confidence. However, another difficulty is arising. The future 
of the seaway crucially depends on the water levels in the lakes, and America’s 
drought last summer, among the worst on record, has lowered water-levels in Lake 
Michigan and Huron to near-record lows. This has meant that the ships that ply the 
lakes are not always able to carry full loads—which increases their costs. 

Many of the companies can still hedge their bets; for example, they can relatively 
easily retire their older ships if the demand they expect fails to materialise. But Marc 
Gagnon, of the Fednav Group, says that his company is definitely expanding 
because it has confidence in the bright future of shipping on the Great Lakes. 

Source: The Economist, 2 February  

Shipping Revival Unlikely Before 2015: India Ratings 

Ratings agency India Ratings has given a negative outlook for the shipping sector 
this year on low levels of international trade and excess capacity, and said the 
industry is unlikely to see a revival till 2015.  

"Capacity overhang brought about by low levels of international trade and high fleet 
additions are likely to keep freight rates muted across the primary segments of dry 
bulk, tankers and container carriers in 2013," an India Ratings report said. Globally, 
high fuel prices and the lower revenue due to a dent in getting charters will also hurt 
operating margins of shipping companies, it said. 

Given the global nature of the business, the domestic shipping companies are 
unlikely to be insulated from this trend and the absence of empowering rules in the 
Cabotage or domestic coastal shipping opportunities, it said.  

"The Cabotage regulations only provide them (domestic lines) the first right of refusal 
for freight routes along the coastal waters or involving freight movement for 
government companies," it said, and warned that this will result in multiple troubles 
for shippers on the financial front, like troubles with debt repayments and difficulties 
arranging refinance.  

http://www.economist.com/news/united-states/21571186-despite-problems-revival-shipping-great-lakes-expected-shipping-news
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"Reduced profitability in 2013 is likely to hamper debt repayment ability of domestic 
shipping lines, particularly those that embarked on large debt-fuelled capex plan 
around 2007-08 when asset valuations had peaked." 

The sharp depreciation in the rupee during the past 18 months will add to the woes 
of companies who have gone for external borrowings to fund asset acquisitions, it 
added. However, the report is optimistic about companies in the offshore oil 
exploration and drilling segment as the high crude prices make the trade feasible. 
"Charter rates in the offshore segment comprising oil rigs and support vessels 
remained high in 2012, supported by increased offshore exploration and drilling 
activity, which in turn is driven by persistently high crude prices," it said. 

Source: The Economics Times, 3 February  

Subsidy for Coastal Shipping 

The state government will provide a subsidy of Re 1 for a tonne of coastal cargo 
moved every kilometre, said state port director Jacob Thomas during a meeting 
convened by the ports department with cargo handlers and ship owners here 
recently. "Coastal vessels will enjoy a discount in port charges.  

Besides this, soft loans will also be provided to buy vessels, with an interest rate of 
2% for 40% of the vessel cost and 10% for 80% of the vessel cost," said the director. 
The meeting aimed at promoting shipping activities by presenting facilities provided 
by the department to prospective clients like cargo handlers, ship owners, cashew 
and seafood exporters and industrialists. 

Later, addressing media persons, Jacob Thomas said that the department had 
already identified four types of cargo for coastal shipping -- construction materials, 
food grains, LPG and vehicles. 

 "These items are now being transported to the state from other states by road or rail. 
We want to bring them by ships. We are developing seven ports -- Vizhinjam, Kollam, 
Alappuzha, Kodungalloor, Ponnani, Beypore and Azhikal. Our target is to divert at 
least 20% of the cargo currently moved by road to coastal shipping by 2015 and 50% 
by 2030," he said. 

"We have also identified the Kollam and Azhikal ports for setting up LPG terminals. 
After the recent road accident involving an LPG tanker, we have decided to go 
ahead with this plan on priority," he said. The main focus would be on cashew, sea 
food, rubber, clay and marble trade.  

Cashew Exporter's Promotion Council chairman Harikrishnan R Nair said that the 
industry spends around Rs 52 core every year for transporting imported raw nuts 
from Kochi to the processing units in Kollam by road and sending the processed 
kernels back to Kochi. 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-02-03/news/36721315_1_india-ratings-offshore-segment-cabotage
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 "If we operate from the Kollam port, we estimate that, instead of Rs 52 crore, we 
would need to spend only around Rs 5 crore. As many as 25,000 cashew sector 
container trucks operate between Kollam and Kochi. Once the port becomes a reality, 
we can bring down the expense of Rs 12,000 per container to around Rs 7,000," he 
said. 

Source: The Times of India, 11 February  

 

Record Low Water Levels Threaten Shipping in Great Lakes 

Lower than average snowfall coupled with a hot and dry summer has caused water 
levels in Lakes Michigan and Huron to hit a record low for the second month in a row, 
causing economic hardship on shippers forced to carry lighter loads, according to a 
report by the US Army Corps of Engineers. 

 The record set in January, the lowest point since data collection began in 1918, 
follows 14 years of below-average water levels, according to the report. The low 
levels will continue to affect recreational harbours as well as the shipping industry. 

Waukegan Harbour in Lake Michigan is currently closed to commercial navigation. 
Groundings now are much more likely and other harbours may close, the corps said.  
The latest forecast shows Michigan and Huron setting further all-time record lows 
with a predicted level of 575.95 feet for both February and March 2013, the corps 
said. The water level is expected to rise in April.  

The remaining Great Lakes, which include Superior, Erie and Ontario, have 
remained and are forecast to remain above their record lows. In 2003, the General 
Accounting Office issued a report warning that by 2013 at least 36 states could face 
water shortages.  

But by 2008 at least 36 states were already dealing with periodic if not chronic water 
shortages, with California, New Mexico, and Arizona at the top of the list. The US 
water shortage is turning out to be even more pressing than the GAO predicted, 
urinal maker Waterless Co. said in a report last month. 

Low water levels — caused by the worst US drought in 50 years — threatened to 
shut down commerce on the Mississippi River last month, jeopardizing shipments 
worth billions of dollars.  

The US Army Corps of Engineers said last month it will begin issuing permits for 
industrial and municipal uses of Missouri River water, and is considering charging for 
surplus river water in the future. 

Source: Environmental Leader, 11 February  

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-02-11/thiruvananthapuram/37038030_1_ship-owners-vessels-cargo-handlers
http://www.environmentalleader.com/2013/02/11/record-low-water-levels-threaten-shipping-in-great-lakes/
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NASA Satellite Spots Foul Pollution Trails over Shipping Lanes 

Nitrogen dioxide is a nasty gas produced 
largely by internal-combustion engines. A 
small whiff of NO2 is enough to 
anesthetize the nose, and its chemical by-
products can harm the cardiovascular 
system and trash a good pair of lungs.  

This pernicious pollutant is rampant 
throughout the planet, but nowhere more 
so than above the heavily trafficked lanes 
of international shipping vessels. While we 
don't often see (or even think about) the 
smoke-belching monsters that bring us our 
Japanese tuna belly and cheap Indian 
shirts, NASA has found a nifty way to 
visualize the collective pollution that boats 
pump into the atmosphere. 

The above image represents NO2 readings that the space agency's Aura satellite 
made from 2005 to 2012 (large version). It's easy to see the pollution signature 
above major shipping lanes – the long orange track in the Indian Ocean between 
Singapore and Sri Lanka, the smudges from Singapore to various ports in China, the 
L-shaped path through the Red Sea into the Gulf of Aden.  

The fact that there aren't similar trails in deep Atlantic and Pacific waters doesn't 
mean there aren't any ships there; it's just that the routes are varied and more 
spread out, with sea captains steering around large ocean storms.  

If you're wondering about the faint but humongous NO2 plume coming off of Africa, 
they are the emission signatures of large-scale agricultural burning. The sickeningly 
dense clouds of nitrogen around the coasts of various countries arise from cities, 
obviously, with off-shore oil rigs producing intense concentrations off of Europe, 
China and the United States. 

It's thought that shipping accounts for 15 to 30 percent of all the oxides of nitrogen in 
the atmosphere. What this map isn't showing are the other climate-bending gases 
churned out by huge, bunker-fuel burning vessels:  

The United Nations estimates they produce about 1 billion tons of greenhouse gas 
each year. The eyes behind the satellites have been observing the vaporous 
footprints of ships for a while now. You can see boat-made clouds in this 2001 NASA 
image of the Pacific Ocean a thousand miles west of San Francisco. The upper 
panel is a stereo anaglyph, so it'll really pop if you have a pair of 3-D glass handy: 
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And these are ship tracks that formed in January 2013 off of the Pacific Northwest: 

 

Source: The Atlantic Cities, 11 February  

http://www.theatlanticcities.com/technology/2013/02/nasa-satellite-spots-foul-pollution-trail-above-shipping-lanes/4648/
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Ratan Tata Joins Global Leaders for Global Ocean Commission Launch 

Nearly two months after retiring as the Chairman of 
Tata Group, Ratan Tata is taking up a new role by 
joining hands with global leaders, including former 
Canadian Prime Minister Paul Martin and WTO 
Director General Pascal Lamy, to launch the 
Global Ocean Commission (GOC). The GOC 
brings together eminent people from different parts 
of the world for a new initiative to restore health 

and productivity to the ocean. It is an independent body of international leaders and 
aim to reverse degradation of the ocean and restoring it to full health and productivity, 
GOC said in a statement. 

"During 2013-14, the Commission will analyse key threats to the international waters 
known as the 'high seas', which make up almost half of the Earth's surface but are 
not owned by any one country," it said. This large proportion of the global ocean is 
under severe and increasing pressure from overfishing, damage to important habitat, 
climate change and ocean acidification, the statement added. The Commission will 
publish its final recommendations early in 2014, shortly before the UN General 
Assembly begins discussions on protecting high seas biodiversity, it said. 

Chaired by former Costa Rican President Jose Maria Figueres, South African 
cabinet minister Trevor Manuel and former UK Foreign Secretary David Miliband MP, 
the Commission brings together senior political figures, including former Heads of 
State, Foreign Ministers and Finance Ministers from around the world, alongside 
business leaders and development specialists. Apart from Tata, the other members 
of GOC include former Australian Environment and Defence Minister Robert Hill, 
currently Chancellor of the University of Adelaide; World Bank Managing Director 
Mulyani Indrawati, former Japanese Foreign and Environment Minister Yoriko 
Kawaguchi, ex-Spanish Environment Minister Cristina Narbona among others. 

Commenting on the need for ocean protection, Jos Mara Figueres said: "The world 
urgently needs to find better ways of managing the oceans, to stop abuse of its 
precious resources and ensure its protection for present and future generations... 
The Global Ocean Commission will help highlight its worth in our lives and indicate 
ways in which we can ensure its resources are used sustainably." According to the 
GOC, advances in technology and industry have outpaced the provisions of the 30-
year-old United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). There is little 
protection for biodiversity in the high seas, little regulation of emerging uses of the 
ocean such as bio- prospecting, and ineffective measures to deal with illegal fishing, 
threatening food security, human rights, national security and livelihoods, it added. 

Source: Business Standard, 12 February  

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/ratan-tata-joins-global-leaders-for-global-ocean-comm-launch-113021200732_1.html

